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PLAN FOR JOBS — UNEMPLOYMENT 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the member for Bateman seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Yes, I know. I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [3.19 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to have a long-term jobs plan 
to address the highest unemployment rate in the nation and the highest number of unemployed in the 
state’s history.  

The McGowan government’s jobs promise is in tatters. We are facing a jobs crisis never seen in Western Australia’s 
history. A total of 104 000 jobs have been lost in the last three months, from February to May 2020, and WA now 
has 30 000 fewer jobs than it did in March 2017. Let me remind members that ahead of the 2017 election, the 
Premier, then the Leader of the Opposition, promised to fix WA’s unemployment crisis. Last February, the Premier 
promised to create at least 150 000 new jobs by 2023–24, yet there are now 30 000 fewer jobs than there were when 
he announced an unemployment crisis. In 2017, the McGowan government promised to fix this, and is 180 000 jobs 
short of this target. A total of 112 000 Western Australians are currently unemployed, the highest number ever 
recorded. WA’s 8.1 per cent unemployment rate is the highest in Australia. There are now 167 000 people who 
are underemployed and 67 000 people on JobKeeper payments. If these people were to become unemployed, our 
unemployment rate would be closer to 13 per cent. When the going got tough, the McGowan Labor government 
dropped its jobs target and the Our Priorities website, precisely at a time when it should have provided a long-term 
jobs plan to help unemployed people get back into the workforce and stimulate WA’s domestic economy. Instead, 
the Premier walked away from his jobs target. 
This is the greatest issue facing Western Australia at this point in time. If members look at the pandemic, they 
will see that we are on top of it, and credit to the government for the role it has played. But how do we keep 
Western Australia safe and keep people working? How do we look after the lives of Western Australians and protect 
their livelihoods? At this point in time, the government is missing in action in that regard. In 2017 it was spruiking 
that Western Australia was in a jobs crisis. We now have 30 000 fewer people employed in Western Australia than 
we did when the government referred to it as a jobs crisis. Where is it now that we have a jobs crisis? The government 
does not want us to focus on this issue because it is saying, “No, the opposition is being too critical; it shouldn’t 
be critical at this time.” Yet, when the former government had the double hit of a change in construction to production 
and a dramatic fall in commodity prices, when we were not getting a fair share of GST, the opposition was saying 
it was all about the economy not being managed correctly. Now that it is confronted with its own economic crisis, 
where is the government? When Western Australians need the government to stand up, it has pulled down a website 
and walked away from its jobs promise. 
This jobs crisis and lack of a long-term plan is further hurting our lacklustre domestic economy and those households 
that were already struggling prior to the coronavirus pandemic. According to mortgage stress data released by 
Digital Finance Analytics last week, in May the number of households under mortgage stress in WA jumped to 
almost 190 000. Meanwhile, on average that statistic fell across the rest of Australia. Just before the March 2017 
election, about 90 000 households in WA were under mortgage stress. We now have an extra 100 000 households 
under stress; that is, the monthly expenses of running a house far outweigh the family’s monthly income. Now 
WA has the highest percentage of default projection rates in Australia to add to the highest unemployment rate in 
Australia. Why are we in a worse position than other states? That is a fair question. We asked the Premier that 
question last week. At first he said, “We moved into phase 2, and phase 2 doesn’t show in the statistics.” Why were 
we the worst in phase 1, when the Premier was spruiking that we were delivering a far better outcome than any 
other state in Australia was delivering? Why do we have a higher unemployment rate? Why do we have the worst 
mortgage stress? Why do we have the worst mortgage defaults in Australia? Why are our businesses continuing 
to struggle? If we have performed better than any other state in Australia, why are our statistics worse than those 
of any other state in Australia? This is what the government is failing to acknowledge and answer. 
Let me just highlight a couple of things, because I can tell members right now that it has a lot to do with the measures 
that the government initiated that did not deliver real benefits to the community when they should have. There was 
a lot of smoke and mirrors from this government. Let us look at rental relief, which was promoted as a $30 million 
program. What have we seen? Only 17 rentals have been supported, at a total cost of $25 000. Let me focus for 
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a minute on what the Minister for Housing just said during question time, when he attacked comments I made 
about the program that he is running. He does not realise that he dobbed himself in with the answer he just provided, 
because I called him out and said he was self-serving. He said that if I had researched it, the program has been in 
place for 15 years. The government was not offering a new program, yet it spruiked it as a special offer for people 
on Keystart. During question time, he acknowledged that it was not a new offer; it has been in place for 15 years. 
The whole announcement was self-serving. I stand by my claim that it was self-serving. 
Let us look a little closer at Keystart. This government is charging people an interest rate of 4.54 per cent to borrow for 
a house in Western Australia. If consumers have the equity in their home, they can get a rate closer to two per cent 
in the marketplace. In the last six years, housing prices have been going backwards and people have not been building 
equity. The whole point of Keystart is to help people get started in the housing sector. I have always said it is a great 
program and I stand by the previous government’s history on supporting people to get into their own home. But in 
February, the Reserve Bank saw that interest rates needed to fall and it gave two interest rate cuts. The government 
passed the first discount of a total 25 basis points through to mortgage holders on Keystart. It did not pass on any 
of the second one through, which increased the bottom line profit for Keystart when people are struggling. Those 
people are paying nearly two to 2.5 per cent more. The average loan is around $400 000 and people who struggle to 
make ends meet are paying $10 000 a year more in interest costs than other people are paying out in the marketplace. 
This is the problem. It is a lot of smoke and mirrors. Let us go back over some of the stats again. 
I remind members that six months prior to the pandemic, WA’s unemployment rate averaged 5.6 per cent, well above 
the 5.2 per cent national average. WA businesses were struggling because of government mismanagement and poor 
economic policy. Business investment fell seven per cent in 2018–19, continuing a six-year decline, when every 
year conditions were worse than they were the year before. The retail sector continued to remain stagnant, growing 
only three per cent in three years. The McGowan government’s housing grants have provided a sugar hit, which 
is a short-term measure to help in the jobs crisis, and one that I support. Do not get me wrong: I believe that people 
need the support, but what happens then? Let us have a closer look at this. Last week we saw the number of vacant 
land sales go from 60 a week to close to 500 a week. But there is no population growth. Where is this demand 
coming from? Are we merely bringing forward demand? I acknowledge this is a challenge and we have to do these 
things, but the government is creating a sugar hit without putting underlying sustainable job policies into the mix 
at the same time. In providing a short-term sugar hit, the risk is that when we get to the end of those initiatives, we 
will be back to where we were. Some industries will continue to struggle moving forward. Not everybody is in 
a position they can recover from as a result of this pandemic. The Treasurer has to acknowledge this. International 
tourism will take some time to recover. The fourth largest industry in Australia is international students, even 
though we under perform in that sector in Western Australia because of policy decisions by this government; 
nonetheless, it will continue to struggle and that will have an impact on our domestic economy. What is the 
government’s plan to create sustainable jobs for the future of Western Australia?  

We can see what the government is doing now. It was not supporting the economy during phase 1. It is now putting 
in place some of the programs that it should have put in place earlier to support the economy, but there is still 
nothing to create sustainable jobs for the future for Western Australia. That is our concern and that is the criticism 
we have of the government at this time. It is not planning for the future; it is dealing with the problems experienced 
today. Unfortunately, it needs to walk and chew gum; otherwise, down the track, we will still be confronted with 
the issues that were prevalent in the domestic economy prior to the outbreak of the pandemic. What is the plan for 
sustainable jobs growth? 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [3.30 pm]: I also rise to support the matter of public interest, which seeks to condemn 
the McGowan Labor government for failing to have a long-term jobs plan to address the highest unemployment 
rate in the nation and the highest number of unemployed in the state’s history. 

The McGowan Labor opposition went to the state election in 2017 on a platform of jobs. Although increased 
unemployment is a trend across the country—indeed, it is a trend across the world—as a consequence of the 
coronavirus, WA has had the biggest percentage point increase in the unemployment rate of any other state or 
territory. In fact, we have the largest number of people unemployed in this state’s history. The state’s unemployment 
rate jumped to a seasonally adjusted 8.1 per cent in May, rising from 6.1 per cent just the month before, with more 
than 30 000 Western Australians losing their jobs in that month alone, leaving a total of more than 111 000 people 
unemployed, which has an impact on their lives and their livelihoods. 
As the shadow Minister for Transport, I specifically want to focus on the failings of the McGowan Labor government 
in that portfolio: the cancellation of Roe 8 and Roe 9, which has led to the loss of 10 000 direct and indirect jobs; 
its lacklustre approach to delivering Metronet, which amounts to 10 000 jobs not created as a result; the issuing of 
contracts to foreign-led companies; value capture and different policies that have been dropped by this government; 
and the McGowan government’s plans to progress an outer harbour and shut down those important valuable jobs 
at Fremantle port. 
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When the McGowan Labor government cancelled Roe 8 and Roe 9, it also wiped out the prospect of creating 
thousands of jobs as a result of the federal government’s commitment to this important job-creating piece of 
infrastructure and $1.2 billion, which still sits on the table. This project would have created 10 000 direct and indirect 
jobs. It is a vital part of infrastructure. In cancelling this project and the extension of Roe Highway, the McGowan 
Labor government also turned its back on the community and the people of the south metropolitan region. It 
ignored the significant road safety concerns—those concerns of mums and dads and the 5 000 students who attend 
local schools along Leach Highway, including Rossmoyne Senior High School, Melville Senior High School, 
All Saints College and Shelley Primary School. We know that the crash statistics for Leach Highway are two to 
six times the state average. Importantly, keeping with the theme of today’s motion, the government has turned its 
back on thousands of jobs that would have been created as a result of the removal of 74 000 cars and 7 000 trucks 
from local roads. The reason for that was to appease a minority green protest group against a policy that has largely 
been well supported amongst the community of the south metro area. Instead, the government has progressed with 
a bandaid option to upgrade High Street, which has seen the removal of 67 tuart trees, has created major concerns 
for residents in the local areas and has been a major concern for the transport industry, given some of the issues 
that have also been raised about the roundabout on High Street. 
It was proposed that Metronet would create 10 000 jobs. Furthermore, the $2 billion budget blowout also represents 
an opportunity lost in job-creating projects, which have not been able to be invested in as a result of this government’s 
mismanagement of that portfolio. At the 2017 election, the McGowan Labor government promised 10 480 jobs 
through Metronet but so far major milestones have been missed, with not a centimetre of rail laid. We are unlikely 
to see a centimetre of rail delivered under the McGowan Labor government before the next election and certainly 
not in three years. 
We heard announcements over the weekend relating to the Morley–Ellenbrook line. Just two days ago, the Premier 
spouted about 3 000 jobs that would be created over the life of this project. But this project is still two years away. 
Construction was promised to start in 2019 but the contract will be awarded in 2020. Although the McGowan 
Labor government promised to start construction of the railway in 2019, Metronet documents reveal that this line 
will not begin construction until 2022, which is deeply concerning. In the lead-up to the election, it was promised 
to cost $863 million. The current budget is $1 billion. Given the comments made over the weekend, it sounds like 
that budget may well blow out even further, representing not only a broken promise, but also an opportunity lost. 

The Yanchep and Thornlie–Cockburn lines is an opportunity lost as well. Those two projects have been bundled 
together and will not give any mid-tier Western Australian company an opportunity to compete for them. Those 
two projects represent 3 000 jobs—two projects that were meant to have started construction in 2019 but once 
again have been significantly delayed. 

The Byford rail extension was promised to cost $219 million. It has seen a 63 per cent increase in its budget. 
More recently, we saw the announcement of the level crossings. Just last week, new blowouts and delays with the 
level crossing were announced. In 2017, Labor said that the Oats Street level crossing would start construction in 
2019–20, with value capture opportunities. Not only has that policy been dumped, but also construction is unlikely 
to start this year, with a whole new plan actually proposed. 

I touched on foreign contracts earlier. Metronet is fast becoming a Western Australian project, largely delivered by 
foreign-led companies. The Morley–Ellenbrook rail project misses the mark on prioritising WA mid-tier construction 
companies at a time when we need to support the construction sector more than ever. Recently, the McGowan 
government announced that the two companies that have been short-listed for the Morley–Ellenbrook line are 
Spanish-owned CPB Contractors and UK-owned Laing O’Rourke. The McGowan Labor government quite clearly 
seems to be focused on providing more support for these overseas contractors instead of allowing for local 
sustainability criteria, as we have seen Main Roads undertake with projects such as the Bunbury Outer Ring Road. 
When it comes to Metronet, we have seen over $2.5 billion worth of work going to foreign contractors for 
projects that should be led by local WA mid-tier construction companies. Going forward, it is essential that the 
McGowan government ensures that larger projects are planned when necessary and that it gives small, mid-tier 
Western Australian companies the opportunity to at least compete. 

Part of the justification for its decision on Roe 8 and Roe 9 is a future outer harbour. We are awaiting the outcome 
of the Westport Taskforce. We know that $10 million has been invested so far and it will be the green light for 
the McGowan government’s plans, now doubt, to shut down the working port of Fremantle, a port that supports 
2 000 direct and 6 000 indirect jobs at a time when we are experiencing a jobs crisis in WA. The Westport process 
has only ever had one outcome; that is, to shut down the working port to developers. In justifying its preferred 
options, the task force has so far said that there will be an extraordinary increase in the consumption level of 
Western Australians, basically a tripling of consumption between now and 2068, which is a significant and 
unjustified increase. This poor decision has been based on flawed analysis and meets the objective to oppose 
Roe 8 and Roe 9. I will leave my remarks there. I condemn the McGowan government for its failure in this area. 
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MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [3.41 pm]: I, too, rise to contribute to the 
matter of public interest that the opposition has raised today — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to have a long-term jobs plan 
to address the highest unemployment rate in the nation and the highest number of unemployed in the 
state’s history. 

In debating this matter of public importance, my colleagues the members for Bateman and Vasse raised significant 
issues about the performance of the government in employment and jobs. We all know that WA was in the worst 
possible place before COVID-19 hit. Over the last few years, particularly the last six months, the opposition in this 
chamber has, on numerous occasions, called on the government to come forward with a stimulus package because of 
the sluggish domestic economy. The feedback that we had been getting from many businesses across many 
different sectors informed us that they were in a terrible predicament. They were on their knees before COVID-19 
hit. Many of these businesses had suffered from the lack of discretionary spend available in the community because 
of the increased fees and charges imposed by this government. We note that the government has agreed, as part 
of the COVID-19 recovery package, to not pass on further fee increases, which, of course, we welcome. But 
householders and businesses had already been suffering under the increased cost regime imposed by the 
government prior to the COVID-19 hit. Businesses told the opposition that they had used all their credit options 
with bank and lending facilities, they had used their cash reserves and they had nothing left in the kitty when 
COVID-19 hit, and that is particularly prevalent amongst our tourism, hospitality and retail sectors, the three sectors 
that have been the hardest hit from COVID-19. Those sectors need to hear from the government its strategic 
long-term plan to help them recover to give them some optimism that they may in fact be able to keep their doors 
open at the end of September when the JobKeeper and JobSeeker bonuses finish. Many of those businesses now 
surviving on JobKeeper will find that they are in no position to continue employing people who are currently being 
paid by the taxpayer through JobKeeper, and those businesses will need to close and those jobs will have to go. 

A particular area that the government needs a strong recovery plan for is the tourism sector. According to the 
government’s own documents, tourism generated $12.2 billion in the 2018–19 financial year; that is $6 billion in 
direct spend and 66 600 jobs and just over $6 billion in indirect spend and another 34 000 jobs. Importantly, of the 
tourism spend, the international direct spend was $1.285 billion and the interstate spend was $1 billion. We know 
that international tourism will be a significant problem for this state for quite some time. We need to hear from 
the government what its plan is to replace the roughly $4.5 billion worth of economic activity that will not be 
there because international tourism cannot work safely in the COVID-19 reality, according to the government’s 
medical advice. With the border remaining closed, interstate tourism will continue to suffer and, as a result, that is 
$4.5 billion worth of economic activity that needs to be replaced with something else. That is the reality. We are not 
hearing from the government what will replace the economic activity in the absence of those tourists. I can see that 
the Minister for Transport is salivating at the prospect of giving me a serve and misrepresenting what I have said. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Did you say that you wanted the borders down or not? 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am not advocating to open for international tourism, minister. I am asking what the 
government’s plan is to replace that economic activity. What is the plan — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Police and Minister for Transport, I call you both to order for the first time. You 
will have an opportunity to speak. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: People in the tourism sector expect a plan. Last week, the Minister for Tourism stood in 
this place and defended the rescue package — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: — that the government put together for the tourism sector, which comprises 1 600 grants 
that will be made available to particular people in the tourism sector. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I want to hear the Leader of the Opposition in silence. I will call to order anyone who interjects 
and send them home early. 
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Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Thank you for your protection, Mr Speaker. When we queried the minister about why only 
1 600 grants were available, he said that it was a consequence of the amount of money that was available. The 
money was sourced from residual overseas marketing money that would otherwise have been spent in overseas 
markets to draw people to Western Australia from those markets. This is exactly the sort of thing that we are talking 
about. The minister has not gone to the tourism sector and said, “What is it that you need? How do we put together 
specific stimulus around the tourism sector, which has been so badly affected?” 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Mr Speaker, for goodness sake! 
The SPEAKER: Members, you have a chance to get up and talk on this motion. Let the person who has the courage 
to be on her feet have her go. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Instead of going to the sector to find out what it needs and asking the Treasurer if he could 
perhaps reduce the budget surplus in order to tailor a rescue package for the tourism sector, the Minister for Tourism 
had to go to his own budget where he found a hollow log, and from that he had to try to spread it as thinly as possible 
across a sector that is on its knees. That is not an economic recovery plan for jobs, the economy or the tourism sector, 
and that is what we are saying is missing and why we have raised this issue in Parliament. The member for Vasse 
talked about a number of Metronet projects that have been pushed out well beyond the expected delivery date and 
are well over budget. That is the problem. The government keeps promising to deliver jobs but it is not delivering 
them and we need them now. 
There is an environmental issue with the Beeliar Regional Park of which 4.9 per cent was going to be affected by 
the Roe 8 and Roe 9 project. In the government’s High Street extension, 67 critically endangered tuart trees have 
been demolished. All that habitat has been destroyed forever. We have an environmental reason for one, but no 
environmental issue with 67 tuart trees being bulldozed for the other. What about the seagrass banks in the outer 
harbour? We cannot have an environmental issue preventing the project from going ahead and then completely 
smash it out of the water with the other projects that we deliver in its place. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [3.50 pm]: I am not sure what is going on with the opposition, 
but that was one of the most lethargic performances that I have seen through a matter of public interest in the last 
three and a half years. If it were a gas, it would be inert. It was extraordinary. This is the same motion we debated 
last week. I would have thought there would at least be some momentum to the argument. All I could hear from 
the opposition were three components to what it was complaining about. Firstly, there was a general gripe around 
Metronet, which seems to permeate the psyche of the members of the Liberal Party in this place. Then there were 
the complaints from the shadow Treasurer around the jobs target, which he complained about incessantly. When 
we set ourselves a target, the biggest critic in this place is the member for Bateman, and he complained that we no 
longer have that jobs target. The final component of the complaints seemed to be more of an infatuation with the 
tuart trees on High Street. I am surprised by that from the WA Liberal Party, but the tuart trees on High Street 
seemed to get the majority of the debate this afternoon. That is the reality. We know that the policy cupboard is 
bare when the opposition comes in here and after all that, the solution is Roe 8 and Roe 9. There was not one new 
idea. The member for Bateman was slowly, slowly creeping towards a broad-based land tax—I can see that! But 
there was not one new idea other than Roe 8 and Roe 9. Those members have to do better than come in here and 
do a gripe about Metronet and talk about Roe 8 and Roe 9.  

In question time, the Premier briefly reminded people where we came from. The one thing that seems to have been 
missed by the WA Liberal MPs is the COVID-19 pandemic. They are the one group of Australians—in fact, probably 
the one group on this planet—who has missed the COVID-19 pandemic! We saw all the data, and where the opposition 
is fundamentally wrong is that the economic data, at all points up to February, was very strong. It was the best data 
we had seen in seven years. When I became Treasurer, the economy was diabolical. The former government had 
driven the economy into a recession after the strongest economic growth that we had ever seen in Western Australia. 
Through the second term of the Liberal Party, not one job was created. We came to government facing a scenario — 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, are you in your designated seat, or are you just sitting there having a crack? 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We came to government facing a scenario that the former Liberal government had driven us 
into a recession—both domestic and total economy—and not one job was created during the entire second term of 
that government. We came to government ambitious around jobs. We set ourselves a target, of which the member 
for Bateman was the number one critic. He hated the fact that we had set ourselves a target. That data that went all 
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the way up to February was getting better and better, then the coronavirus hit. I have made it clear, the Premier 
has made it clear, the Prime Minister has made it clear, Mathias Cormann has made it clear—everybody with 
a reasonably operating brain between their ears has made it clear—that the data that we are going to see will be 
confronting, and it is. This data is going to be bad for some time. Although we are in Western Australia with the 
protection of our hard border and being able to open up our economy faster than all other states in the nation, we will 
still have that hamstrung issue around the global movement of people. That is not an issue just for Western Australia, 
of course; it is a global issue, but it will impact on Australia and Western Australia. We came close to having 
a sensible contribution when the member for Bateman referenced population growth, but the opposition fell into the 
classic trap in which every problem we face is as a direct result of a decision made by the state government, and 
every decision the state government makes, the opposition critiques. 

This is the problem we have in Western Australia with this opposition. When I speak to the Treasurers of the nation, 
they do not get this issue in their Parliaments. Other states have much more cooperative oppositions, because they 
understand the issues we all face. We saw the ramp-up of the responses to the coronavirus spread, and we remember 
the fear in the community when all we knew about the coronavirus was what was happening overseas through the 
data coming out of Italy, New York and other places. It was frightening. We saw the ramp-up in the response from 
both the state and commonwealth. Initially, there was an increase in Newstart, which formed into JobSeeker and 
JobKeeper. The ratcheting up of responses was quite dramatic. The member for Bateman is right when he said, 
“How do we keep WA safe and create jobs?” This is a new world in which we are establishing an economy and a way 
to live and operate, with the reality that we do not have a vaccine or a treatment of sufficient quality that we can start 
to effectively lead the life we had prior to the coronavirus. There is an issue around safety—it is one and the same. 

I think Western Australia is the safest place in Australia. A couple of reasons why that is the case is, one, our strong 
response around a hard quarantine process. It is tough and expensive, but, my God, it has had an impact in what 
we can do around opening up the economy and now going into phase 4. The other reason is the hard border with 
other states. For five weeks, the opposition has tried to convince the public and order the government to unwind 
that hard border. It has been an extraordinary response by the Leader of the Opposition. For five weeks she has 
been critiquing this. I will not go through all the critiques, because there is never a supply of useful quotes. On 
19 May 2020, on Seven News, the Leader of the Opposition said, according to my notes, “There doesn’t appear to 
be a valid reason to keep the interstate borders closed.” This was followed up shortly after, on 1 June, when, 
according to my notes, the Leader of the Opposition said to Gary Adshead, “The hard border nonsense is absolute 
nonsense.” For weeks we have had nothing but critique from the Leader of the Opposition, and I know some 
WA Liberal MPs are surprised that the Leader of the Opposition has taken this approach, as are about 98 per cent 
of Western Australians—but I know this has caused some internal consternation. 

The Leader of the Opposition is trying to retrofit history. I have never said that. On 21 June, the Leader of the 
Opposition said, “I have never called for opening the border up to Victoria because they have community spread 
of COVID.” By way of aside, I am not sure whether we have ever had a border with Victoria, even back in the day 
when the Colonial Office was drafting the states up. Finally, the Leader of the Opposition works out that the shadow 
Treasurer is right when he says, “How do we keep WA safe?” The hard border is doing that. We never took comfort 
that other states were on top of the spread of the virus. Unfortunately, in Victoria, we are seeing clear community 
spread, yet the position of the Leader of the Opposition is to open the borders. The one interesting statement that 
the Leader of the Opposition said to the Parliament when she got to her feet a minute ago was, “We need to give 
some optimism that businesses can keep their doors open post-September.” The fundamental thing we can do in 
Western Australia to give that optimism is to make sure that there is no community spread of the coronavirus in 
our state. That is the fundamental thing that we can do. Undermining the hard border does not give anyone that 
optimism that we can open up the border and create that comfort, Leader of the Opposition. The reason we are in 
phase 4, with a plan for phase 5, is the hard border. We are in charge of the spread of the virus; we know where it is. 
There is no evidence to suggest it is in the community, which is why we are now, incredibly, having conversations 
about having 30 000 people at Optus Stadium. If someone had said to me in March that we would be having these 
conversations in June, I would have said they were mad, but the discipline of Western Australians has allowed us 
to get here. This is the key to ensuring that we can create jobs in Western Australia, and we are in a far better 
position to do that. I come back to where I started, which is the lethargy from the opposition on this very significant 
issue of jobs in Western Australia for a government that has prided itself on the jobs that it has created. 
I want to conclude on a couple of points. The unemployment data will be noisy, and I suspect next month we will see 
another change—up and down. It will jump around a lot, because it is a crowded space at the moment. There is a range 
of other datasets that I referred to last week when we had this debate. There is the payroll, jobs and wages data, a new 
dataset, with much more real-time data. It highlights the fact that for the last five weeks, Western Australia has had 
job growth every week. Western Australia was one of only two states that saw growth of aggregate hours worked in 
May of up to 0.1 per cent. That is a very good proxy of overall economic activity. Interestingly, we have always had 
the highest participation rate, and we all know that, but we also have the highest employment-to-population ratio. 
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Looking through the issue of participation and how it changes from state to state highlights the fact that we still have 
the highest employment-to-population ratio. There are some other bits and pieces that I like to keep an eye on, because 
they are more up-to-date datasets. The Seek employment report for May shows that new job advertisements increased 
by almost 40 per cent in May. Again, that is because, under the protection of our hard border, we have been able to 
come out on the other side of some of those tight restrictions that we announced early on. I make one final point: 
the jobactive statistics for WA, which counts the number of people assigned to an agency to assist someone on 
JobSeeker, have stabilised. 
All these datasets highlight the fact that Western Australia is in a much better position than most other states, and 
certainly Victoria. The reason that is the case is that we made the decision about the hard border and quarantine. 
At every point along the way we have been critiqued by the opposition. When we do something, whether it be 
a home–building stimulus package, the member for Bateman pops his head up and critiques it. When we make 
a tourism announcement, the member for Bateman sticks his head up and critiques it. At some point the opposition 
will have to offer something more than critique. The opposition will have to do something much better than what it 
has done in Parliament this afternoon, which was one of the more lethargic, lazy performances I have seen from it. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.02 pm]: I thank the Treasurer for his contribution, 
and I echo his comments that this matter of public interest and the first question in question time today about 
Roe 8–9 again show where the opposition is at. The cupboard is bare. The MPI cupboard is bare. At the back recess 
of that cupboard is the motion about Roe 8–9, and the opposition pulls it out, takes the spider webs off it and moves 
this type of motion again. The opposition pretty much opposes every project we have underway currently, so let 
us go through them. There is the Yanchep rail extension, member for Butler. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Hate that! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The opposition hates it. Remember, in 2018 the Leader of the Opposition said that there was 
plenty of land up there, but not many houses or people living up there, yet she said that that project should not proceed. 
Then, the shadow transport minister tweets a photo of all the works happening, but says there are no works happening! 
Only someone with more front than Myer could do that—someone who tweets a photo of all the works happening — 
Ms L. Mettam: What works? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I seek her to withdraw that comment. What did the member say? 
Ms L. Mettam: I said “What works?” 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): I did not hear a comment. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Vasse tweets a photo of the works we are doing with a headline saying that 
there are no works. The Leader of the Opposition opposed the Yanchep rail line and the Ellenbrook rail line; we 
all know that. The opposition tells us to hurry up and build it, but it has been opposing it from day one. It does not 
support the route and it does not support the project.  

I turn to local railcar manufacturing. What did the opposition say about that? It said — 
… what we will not do is heavily subsidise industries where the State has no comparative advantage, nor 
bring back industries from a bygone era. 

That is the opposition view on key industries such as railcar manufacturing. The opposition now opposes the 
project to remove level crossings. For people who are so concerned about jobs, they seem to oppose everything. 
If the opposition is so concerned about jobs, why does it oppose everything? 
Of course, we are out there building a record number of projects. The feedback I have from Main Roads and my 
whole infrastructure team is that three times the normal level of contractual activity is happening right now. We 
are fast-tracking projects. We are getting more funding from the commonwealth. We are spending record amounts 
on regional WA—more money in regional WA. Everywhere we go, there is activity. I met with industry 
representatives two weeks ago. They just said that they could not believe how much work was out there. There is 
work for all the companies. There is so much work, and there is more to come, employing thousands of people. 
A new opposition policy is that it does not support any overseas-owned company getting work in WA. That seems 
to be the policy. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Was that not true? 
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Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Does the opposition support overseas companies winning government contracts? 
Ms L. Mettam: We support allowing mid-tier companies in the country. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Does the opposition support overseas-owned companies winning contracts? Does the opposition 
support them bidding? 
Ms L. Mettam: We support giving mid-tier companies the opportunity — 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, member; the opposition either supports overseas companies bidding for contracts or not. 
Does it? 
Ms L. Mettam: Not all Metronet. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. Let us go through some of the projects contracted by the Liberal Party. Now the member 
is ruling out overseas-owned companies bidding in WA. 
Ms L. Mettam: I have not. 
Ms A. Sanderson: You just did. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Did she or did she not?  
Ms L. Mettam: No. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member has not ruled it out, so the opposition is not ruling out overseas-owned companies 
bidding for WA contracts. That is hypocrisy, because the opposition is out there saying overseas companies should 
not bid for WA contracts, now it is saying they should. Let us go through some of the Liberal Party’s projects. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: You had your chance and you blew it! 
Let us go through some of these contracts that the Liberal Party let. Who built the Perth Stadium? It was an 
overseas-owned company. Who built NorthLink WA 1, 2 and 3, which went into contract under the Liberal–National 
government? They were all overseas-owned companies. The Perth Stadium station was built by an overseas company; 
Forrestfield–Airport Link is being built by an overseas company; and Elizabeth Quay was built by an overseas-owned 
company. You are saying that now you do support overseas-owned companies bidding for WA contracts, so 
what you are now is a hypocrite, member for Vasse! Let us go through this. The member for Vasse is very active on 
Twitter. She has re-tweeted Clay Golledge’s comments and criticisms of the WA government. She supports anyone 
who criticises this government. That is where the Liberal Party is at. As we said, the Liberal Party is playing politics 
on the pandemic crisis. I have never seen anything like it. The member talked about jobs, yet she pretty much ignored 
that we have just gone through a pandemic. I mean, how out of touch is she? The Leader of the Opposition said that 
I misrepresented the Liberal Party when I said it wanted  the borders to come down. The Leader of the Opposition 
said that, and, up to today, the Liberal Party was saying that our position on borders was incorrect.  
I want to quickly talk about tourism, as I do not have a lot of time. Leader of the Opposition, if Western Australians 
cannot travel interstate and overseas, where will they travel? They will travel within WA. That is where they will 
travel. Why did the New South Wales Premier want the borders to come down? It was because she wanted 
Western Australian tourists to go to New South Wales. Western Australian families are going to visit regional WA, 
as they are doing now. The feedback that we have had is that many regional communities have seen activity 
commence even before the school holidays. Where will tourists come from? Western Australians who cannot go 
overseas and cannot go interstate will be visiting our regional towns. The Leader of the Opposition cannot walk 
away from her comments about the border. As the Treasurer said, the contributions from members on the other side 
of this chamber were probably the worst that we have ever heard. Their whole question time effort demonstrates 
that something serious is happening on that side. We do not know what it is—or maybe we do know—but there 
seems to be something very interesting happening on the other side. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The abacuses are out! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The abacuses are out! The shadow Treasurer is being looked upon as a potential leader because 
of the efforts of this Leader of the Opposition. In saying that we should take down the borders, she lost the confidence 
of Western Australia. More importantly for the Liberal Party, she has lost the support of the Liberal party room. 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.11 pm]: It has been consistently astounding, to 
be honest, how flippantly the opposition has played politics with people’s lives and livelihoods throughout this 
pandemic. It seems to be lost on them, particularly on the Leader of the Opposition, that we are in the midst of a global 
pandemic. We in Western Australia are in an incredibly fortunate place. The Leader of the Opposition does not 
seem to be looking very far from our own backyard. Many countries that had this deadly disease under control are 
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now experiencing a second wave and are struggling to get on top of secondary infections. Germany was one of the 
big countries that got this under control early and is now struggling to get the second wave under control, with 
1 700 new cases. The United States of America is struggling to get its rising number of cases under control. In 
India, 400 000 cases have been reported, and that is only the reported cases. South Korea, which is also a country 
that had this under control, is in a self-proclaimed second wave, with 46 new cases. Beijing is also struggling with 
an outbreak. In our own country, in Victoria, we have seen how quickly this disease can get out and how virulently 
it can get across the community. We have heard constant calls from the Leader of the Opposition and other members 
to bring down the border. They need to get real!  

The opposition is completely out of step with the rest of the state. On the day that the national cabinet was 
announced—the day that the Prime Minister and the Premiers of every state and territory got together and declared 
that we were in a national emergency and the structures of government were transformed in order to work together 
as a country—the Liberal Party re-announced its plans for Roe 8 and 9. It had glossy flyers and prepared digital 
materials ready to go. One would think that someone behind the scenes would have said, “Hang on, guys. Maybe 
now is not the right time to do this”, but the opposition persisted with it. Its members are absolutely tone deaf to 
what the community is saying. The community wants to be safe and we are still in a global pandemic. 

The way to get people back to work, as the Treasurer very clearly articulated, is to contain the virus and reopen the 
internal economy. The May jobs figures were heartbreaking. There is no question about that, and there is probably 
more to come. It is very hard, and we all know people who have been affected by this. That was the period when 
we had the harshest restrictions in place. Those figures were from when we shut things down. We introduced the 
intrastate travel ban and closed down regions in the state. Gyms, fitness centres, beauty therapists, tanning salons, 
cafes, bars and restaurants were closed. People were encouraged to work from home, and no gatherings of over 10 
people were allowed. All that community activity and employment just stopped, so we knew that it was going to 
be hard. From May to July, we have now gone, in a period of two months, from having almost full restrictions in 
place to having the most progressive regime in the country and, possibly, the world. We have now announced 
phase 4, in which almost every restriction will be lifted. That is because we have the hard border in place, which 
is allowing us to get people back to work. People want to be safe when they go back to work. They want to visit 
their grandchildren and send their kids to school. We are in that position because of the Premier’s swift and decisive 
action and the support of the community. We were able to keep a number of sectors moving. We were able to keep 
the resources sector, which is incredibly important for jobs and the economy in this state because we are a trading 
state, and the important construction sector, both moving. Both of those sectors worked with the government. We 
took the best advice available about how to maintain those sectors. We did not shut everything down. Other states 
in this country had to shut everything down, but we did not. We did not have a full shutdown of schools and were 
able to continue the education of our children. We were able to continue operating in the community and in the 
last month many thousands of people have returned to work. 

For the opposition to say that the government does not have a plan and is not supporting small business is absolutely 
ridiculous. Since the end of last year we have announced a series of stimulus and relief packages, which all get 
consistently criticised by the opposition. Its members have provided zero policies, apart from Roe 8 and 9. The initiatives 
include the building bonus package, rent relief for landlords and tenants, significant payroll tax relief, a tourism 
package worth $14.4 million, support packages for the building and construction industries, freezing household fees 
and charges at their current rate, reducing electricity bills for small businesses to help provide them relief, doubling 
the energy assistance payment to vulnerable households, waiving rent for small businesses and not-for-profit 
organisations in government buildings, waiving wastewater charges for eligible businesses, and establishing the 
Lotterywest COVID-19 crisis fund to divert those funds to organisations that cannot fundraise during this pandemic.  

There are many more; it does not end there. In my own electorate, the government is spending significant funds 
and creating a huge number of jobs. It is spending $50 million over four years on John Forrest Secondary College, 
my old school, which will create over 1 300 jobs. Work on the Tonkin gap project will create 3 000 jobs and the 
Morley–Ellenbrook line will create 3 000 jobs. We are still to see how the Liberal Party in the other house will 
vote on the Planning and Development Amendment Bill 2020, which will encourage private sector development 
in areas such as Morley, which should be a thriving economic hub. That bill will provide faster and smoother 
development pathways for the private sector and private businesses to invest in that area. 
I have some sympathy for the opposition. There is no question that it is a very tough time to be in opposition, but 
members opposite have created an outstanding example of how to be relevant. They should stop politicking and 
start being constructive. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: She said we’re relevant! 
Ms A. SANDERSON: I said irrelevant. 
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MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [4.18 pm]: I get to make a few 
remarks as well. I want to congratulate the other government speakers, who pointed out the opposition’s lack of effort. 
It is amazing that its members do not raise facts in their debates. They certainly do not propose policies, because apart 
from Roe 8 and 9, which was costed for them by the former government, they do not have a single costed policy. 
I expect journalists will ask them a good question very soon: who is costing their policies for the election campaign? 
They cannot just come along and make comments; they have to have costed policies. They should tell us who is 
going to cost their policies. I look forward to them telling us that. We had our policies costed. Who will do theirs? 
I will tell members another thing: everywhere in the resources sector, there is nothing but praise for the Premier of 
Western Australia. The resources sector sings from the hymn sheet of praise for Mark McGowan because he delivered 
what the state needed; that is, an opportunity for Western Australia and Australia’s most critical industry to 
continue. Back in March, when people—including people in this chamber—were calling for complete lockdown, 
the Premier resisted. He resisted the calls from the member for Dawesville and others for greater restrictions in this 
state, and he kept the resources industry going. That has carried Australia and is carrying Western Australia. There 
is still a negative impact on Western Australian employment, and that is sad; I imagine that it affects all of us in 
this chamber, and it also affects the government’s financial position. There is a very dramatic impact. People forget 
that royalties are only one small component—20 per cent—of our budget income. The other 80 per cent has been 
impacted, just like every other business in the state, but it was this government and this Premier that kept the industry 
going with things like the future battery industry strategy, the hydrogen strategy, the energy transformation strategy 
and the clean energy future fund, which are supporting development across our state, including in manufacturing. 
The opposition thinks that the manufacture of railcars is beyond Western Australians, but there was $2.8 billion of 
elaborately transformed manufacturing product exports from Western Australia in 2018–19; that is up 45 per cent from 
when the opposition was in government. We reckon we can get further manufacturing exports from this state, because 
we believe that Western Australian workers are equal to any in the world, and we want to back Western Australian 
manufacturing. The opposition does not like it; it does not support manufacturing here, but we do. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms J.M. Freeman) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (14) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

 

Noes (38) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  

            
Pair 

Mrs A.K. Hayden Mrs R.M.J. Clarke 

Question thus negatived. 
 


	PLAN FOR JOBS — UNEMPLOYMENT
	Matter of Public Interest
	Division


